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Cardboard Boat Regatta

Defending champs from

Grocery Outlet sufter
disappointment

ANTHONY DION
adion@tdn.com

Upon watching the annual Longview
Cardboard Boat Regatta for the first time,

constructed craft of corrugated card-
board, tape and glue will support for a

three to five minute race.

There was no shortage of cardboard
crafts to try their hand in the regatta on
a sunny Sunday afternoon. Once again,
crafts varied in size, style, model, color,
decoration and even in propulsion. Over

it was apparent that there remains a gross

overestimation of how much weight a
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the top two Gnishers generally
tewored the smaller cratts with
fessier crew members aboaed,

Take, for instance, the bao-
man team of the Bah Humbug
boat, The Bah Humbuog destroved
itz heat of challengers, reaching
the finish lime betore the other
Theee ats made 1t three-quar-
ters of the wasrto the second bung.

Then thare was the eventual
champion of the regatta, the un-
derdog entry known as the Folk
Fumnily Four, which nipped the
bwn-time dafending champinn
(Gzrocery Chutlet boat et the wire
with some fierce paddling down
the fimal 50 meters, Folk Fam-
ily Four relied on a smeller ca-
noe-style vrafl, just large enough
fie the bwo parents and twio young
children to sitin comfartally and
padile on both port and starboard
sitles,

Larger cratks, such as the
swpotliing Hays Christinas Like
1 Beawer™ hoat or entry Mo, 33
barely made it a full eyvcle around
the buoys betore taking on water
Tike Ul Tilinniee. Thal Me, 33 crafl
wals conskrueted in the style ofa
dusal pomkoni hoat, Tl s ack of
support aver the span soon 1eft
it resembling a water bed 25 the
crew atbempled to maneuver back:
sl frth fronn port and slarhoard
Lo paddle, There was another
Tavae ceaft that was crewed by
seven people that tesembled a
roftin, eutting through the water
abeut as well as one would have
irmagined.

Folk Family Four, caplained
T Dam Folke and erewed by Julie,
Mnira and Gabrial Folk, raached
the title round by winning the
seeeons] sernifinal in spite of o lew
rasarations from the crew az fo
whiether e el woold lold up
under the duress of anather reand
of cornpetition in Lake Sacajaaea.

Buoved by the eraft's perfor-
e o Ui second re, e Folk
Farnily raced with full confidence
againal the fwvored  Longulew
Bridge Club's Scocter Santa eraft
and a zolid second challenger
from the detending champion
Grreacery Cullel boal, The Secoles
Samtavessel, anather craft on the
srndller side with an arrowhead
shape, edged Grocery Outlat at
the wire in the first semifinal,
which only elevated the tension
in the champlanship.
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Charmpiers, the Folk Family Four, made ui of Dan, Julie, Meira and

Gaiiel, cross the finish ling of the final heat of the Cardbaard Boat
Regatta on Bunday, July 2, in Longview's Laks Sacajawea. Behind ther,

“sroter Santa” comes inchind after tzam “&0 We Want for Christmzs is

rocery Qutlat.”

& fourth boat, tha Yale Tide,
took on copious amounts of wa-
b ano L fars L sernifmal and lefl
serions doubk as to whether the
boal was ses-worlhy  enough
far the finale. After a moment of
hesitation, the Yule Tide tesm
lpaded inke its blue- painted mass
el vardl=and and allempled Lo zi-
dleup tothe starting line with the
ol T Phires challen gers.

Cmly the Yule Tide never made
it that far.

Owerloaded with coow end un-
restsinable confidence, e Lol
advanged approximalely 10 feel
Dafee it lost part of fhe starhoand
side and quickly capsized as i it
had been torpedeed. By the time
Yule Tide was boisted frem the
mviicky water of ake Sacajawe,
all thiat wans lel] wis o pile of wl
cardlboand which lonked set fora
bnnfire funeral.

“After the second race, we
started tuking on lots of waler”
caprtain Chrls Pavls said, “1 think
we T Loc iy people”

Yule Tide was participating
in the infamous regatta for the
first time, It opted to construct
o lacgter boal thal could it @ crew
of geven. Aftar winning its heat,
Hhe baoat started o fold under the
preasure, and weight, of its crew
inrace twao,

1 was hoping it wouldn®t stay
P Lt e 50 D wenldn't Tave Lo
storeit) Pauls added.

ITesqrire th nutcome, the cap-
fain and crew had fun and they're
already looking forward to com-
peting in the regatta again in one
ety Thine.,

(Mhers were not so happy to
settle for conzolation prizes.

Wil e evieon winzing its third
straight regatta, Grocery Outlet
stole e fnside post aml riced
np the line to the fivst o look-
ing to hold off its challengers on
the outzide. The strebegy worked
s Lhe Greovery Dullel gang beld
the lead pust the second turn
with both Falk Family Four and
Seonter Santa trailing by bare fo
three lengths on the outside.

But as Crovery Outlet torned
fior T witl wisions of a third
Cardboand Boal Begatta Loo-
ph dancing in the crew's aves,
the pott side lnst its stroke and
the wessel veered hard to the
sturboard side, losing precious
groumd in the water games, That
wdseue geve L Folk Family Four
jnst ennugh of 2 window to pass,
and with the crowd cheering
the Folk bost on from the grassy
banks, the Gomily boat resched the
T oof Grroecery Cntlet and surged
gl o pasl for a Dull Do denglh
WiT.

Aftar the win Tulie Folk cradited
the come-trom-behind victory to
Uhe cvveral Ll Litude of the Leum in
just their second vaar competing
i theevent.

“My daughter saidtous, I you
guys aren't so serious, ' race
pEain,” ulie Folk spid, “We took
i R ol slow drn Ul secoind raca,
Iy daughrer was worriad we'd
sink, Tt as we gob closer o e
end nf therace, it seemed like wea
wion't spill that easy so let's just
go for it

the span of seven heats in the water be-
tween Lions Island and Martin's Dock,

Please see CARDBOARD, Page B3
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& sgilar salures the crawd as the hoat sinks into Lake Szcajawea after a

wery short vovigs,
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he cardbeard toat Regatta in Longy

Farndly b= voade upy of experienced
piadellers on e weler, The Folk
Family Four boat may have heen
the mest efficiently rowed boat of
the entire regatts, ulie credited
her hosbund Dan Folk for the big
anege that halped their hoat over-
Lk Ll Girocery Oullel dy sty
dowen the strateh.

“I think he fust hecame a mokar
at the end. said Tulie Folk.

Meamwluile, salby members of
the Grocery Oublat crew admon-
ished The port side of their boat
for falling off on the paddling f-
fort.

*Thizre was too mueh power on
[hees cighl i, el enoogh power
on the left side which pushed us
ol course ™ Anstn [nhngon ex-
plained. “They quit rowing at
the end”

It was o disappointing onish
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Participants laugh as their bagt, “ule Tide,” sirks during Its third vevage at

oL

s Lake Sacajawca, sunday, July 2,

and charmplonsTip expectationg
of Grovery Qutlel, Tewm mem-
Trer Tyred Brunelle noted that the
team had heen spending four to
five hours a day for bao weeks
brunildding the beat only be see their
lime hack toscrory Blockad ar the
Lasl mmenl,

Aside from the winners, thers
wate nther awards presented to
stendout participants in the 1e-
gille, The Bridge Club won [or
prideereativity, while Geocers
Cotlet canne away with e splrl
gward. The Reindeer Don't Fly
team won thehest drassed award,
g Cancly Cane was prosented
willy e Titanis award for e
vear's hest sinking.

Wazhington's 1atvlet 3 rep-
resentative to congress, Ma-
rie Gluesenkamp Derez, was on
bamd for the setion and sereed as

It Telped, foo, that the Falk for o team with the eapedence a jodgs.




